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OPERATIONS OF OME.lOlfit AIEBOENB DIVISION 
Iff THE AIBBOPJHE II5V ASIDE 01' THE HE'JHEHLAlIDS 
17 September - 27 September 1944 
(EHIEE^AfcD CAUtAIGM) 
(Personal Participation - Battalion Executive 
of an Airborne AA/aT Battalion) 

IflgBOPUCTlOB 

In September 1944 the Allied Armies which had been making 
such rapid progress after the breakout at St, Lo, were slowly 
grinding to a halt along the whole front facing East against 
Germany, Our war machine was bogging down, becoming partial- 
ly immobilised. The capabilities for mounting large scale as- 
saults were becoming more remote as the Annies stretched their 
supply lines to the breaking point and enemy resistance stif- 
fened. (1) 

Stabilization of our lines was taking place generally, 
from the 1st Army's sector in the Aachen area south along the 
German border to Ketz, IJancy end Spinal, and when the Bel fort 
pocket was reduced, south from Epinal to the Swiss frontier. 
(See Map A) fighting along this line was characterized by 
stubborn resistance and limited advances* (£) 

On the northern flank of our position, the British 2nd 
Army and Canadian 1st Army, after having cleared the coastal 
areas of Prance and Belgium and invested the ports of Boulogne, 
Calais and Dunkirk, had established a firm bridgehead over the 
Escaut Canal at De Groot Bridge on the road to Eindhoven, (3) 

Tims, while our troops had been eminently successful in 
their operation up to date, and had accomplished the liberation 
of France and Belgium, the us© of badly needed ports was denied 
them. Calais, Boulogne and Dunkirk were still in enemy hands, 
Antwerp, which had fallen to the British XXX Corps on the 4th 
of September, was useless as a port while the enemy still oo- 
oupied the Scheldt estuary, (4) 

(1) A-3, p. 65; (E) A-3, p. 66; (3) A-4, p,217; (4) A-5, p. 69. 



The plan of action evolved at this time was to attack to 
the northeast, Reasons for choosing this direction were many. 
It was the location of the great bulk of the German Army. The 
flying bomb area %ich was located here could be overrun, end- 
ing the menace to England and preventing the enemy from obtain- 
ing propaganda value from talk of "new weapons" which might play 
a decisive role in the outcome of the war. Another factor in 
favor of the northeastward attack was the probable effect it 
would have in opening the port of Antwerp, which wes so badly 
needed if the Allied advance into Germany was to resume its mo- 
mentum, The airfields of Belgium and- Holland were also an at- 
tractive prize to be sought* But the most important consider- 
ation given to an attack in this direction was that the lower 
Rhine was most favorable ae an avenue of advance into the heart 
of Germany, especially during the late summer and early autumn 
months* tfhe gamble centered around the enemy's ability to re- 
cover from the rapid exploitation which was intended in this 
attack. It was expected that both the Siegfried Line and the 
Rhine River would be crossed, and that strong bridgeheads 
would be established before the enemy would be able to counter 
our thrust with a strong stand at Arnhem. It was at this time 
that Field Marshal Montgomery wag afforded the use of the en- 
tire Airborne force* (6) 

It was optimistically hoped that the success of this oper- 
ation would prevent the West Wall from playing its role - that 
it might become another fixed position with its guns pointed 
in the wrong direction* The whole complexion of the war in 
the West might change, as a result. Although the German fron- 
tier and Siegfried defenses had been pierced at a number of 

(5) A-3, p*62 



points, the strongest ITazi positions had yet to be reached end 
reduced. Hugged mountains , impenetrable forests and the River 
Khine would tend to slow up the Allied advance and take us in- 
to a winter campaign. In the north, however, if the Ehine 
could be crossed, a more favorable type of battleground would 
be made available, in which the Allies' superiority in armor 
could be employed most advantageously. The open, rolling coun- 
try of northern Germany was most inviting,' 

Out of this situation and these decisions came the plan 
known as Operation ]£ark:et-£arden; a two part plan combining an 
Airborne operation (Market) which would supplement and assist 
the Ground effort (Garden). 

1 «1ith the exception of the British 2nd Army, all armies 
on the western front were to stop their further advence while 
supplies were diverted to the British £nd Army pnd concentra- 
ted for an extreme effort. (6) 

Operation Jfarket, the Airborne operation, was designed 
to assist the ground effort by the seizure of the bridges over 
the Mass, Waal end the lower Ehine at Grave, Nijmegen and Arn- 
henu The units involved in this operation were the 82nd Air- 
borne Division, the 101st Airborne Division, the British 1st 
Airborne Division and the Polish 1st Parachute Brigade, The 
capture of these bridges would enable the armor and infantry 
of the British 2nd Army to advance rapidly northward from the 
general line of the Albert and Escaut Canals, on a front as 
narrow as possible* The armor was to cut off retreat of enemy 
troops in western Holland, by continuing the advance to the 
Zuider 2ee. 

Operation Garden had as Its axis of advance, the road 
(6) A-5, p. 71 
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which ran through Eindhoven, St. Gedenrode, Veghel, Uden, G-rsve, 
Ilijmegen, Arnhem and Appeldorn. The British UX Corps was to 
spearhead, the advance with the VIII and ill Corps advancing 
more slowly on the flanks, 

The following disposition of the Airborne units was to "be 
made: The British 1st Airborne Division wps to be dropped far- 
thest north in the Arnhera area, the U.S. 6£nd Airborne divi- 
sion in the Hijmegen area and the U.S. 101st Airborne Division 
in the St. Oedenrode area north of Eindhoven. The 1st Polish 
Parachute Brigade was to reinforce the efforts of the 1st Bri- 
tish Airborne Division on (7) 

Supplies, ammunition and transport for the job were esti- 
mated to be adequate if all went well and stubborn opposition 
were not encountered. The destruction of the German armies 
might very well result from the execution of this bold and 
daring plan. 

Enemy forces in Holland at this time were reported to he 
withdrawing across the Scheldt estuary; but continued to hold 
both banks. They were also reported to be bringing troops a- 
round north of the Escaut Canal to positions in the line fur- 
ther east. They were also maintaining their positions in the 
Lutch ports, with the aim of hampering Allied supply efforts 
if and when the Allied offensive liberated Holland. These 
forces were supposed to be badly depleted, having suffered se- 
vere casualties in the Kormendy pocket snd in the retreat a- 
cross the Seine. It was generally the opinion thPt the troops 
in the line of advance of the 2nd British Army would present 
no serious threat to that advance. (8) 

(7) A-5, p. 67; (8) A-13, p.l 
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DIVISION PLAK 



Previous to this operation, the 101st Airborne Division 
had "been alerted for no leas than three Airborne operations, 
all of v^hich had heen cancelled when ground forces reached the 
objective "before the Airborne operation could take place. 

This, however, was the real thing, and "by 11 September, 
plans were sufficiently advanced to get a more general idea of 
the part the 101st was to play in this operation. On the 15 th ^ 



September the elements of the Division which r^ere to land by 
parachute and glider were sealed in their marshalling areas, 
where on the 16th of September they were briefed and issued 
ammunition, rations, maps and orders. All were ready for take- 
off at daylight on the 17th. (9) 

As its mission, the 101st had the task of securing the 
four highway and railway bridges over the Aa liiver snd the Wil- 
lems 7aart Canal at Veghel, seize the highway bridge over the 
Eommel River at St. Oedenrode and the bridge over the Wilhel- 
mina Canal at Son, In addition to this, it bad the task of 
seising Eindhoven end the bridge in th*t city. These objec- 
tives ".ere spread over a road distance of 15 miles. (10) (See 



Original plans called for the 101st to drop its units in 
seven drop zones near the bridges and other objectives involved. 
However, the division Commander, Major General Maxwell D» Taylor, 
was doubtful concerning the effectiveness of the Tivision if 
it were to drop in such a dispersed condition, and after a pro- 
test to General Browning, the British Commander of the Airborne 
forces, secured approval for the Division to drop in three con- 
centrated areas which were to be used as airheads from which 

(9| Personal Knowledge; (10) Personal Knowledge. 
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the objectives In question could "be seized. Eindhoven, more- 
over, "became a secondary objective in the time schedule. (11) 

It was decided to employ one parachute regiment in the 
Veghel mission, with the remainder of the division to land on 
the I)* between St* Oedenrode and Son. From this airhead, 
operations could "be conducted to the north of St. Oedenrode 
and also south to Son and Eindhoven. The D+l glider echelon 
and resupply flights were to use this airhead also. L.Z&-W 
was its designation on the operation' maps. (12) (See Map B) 

TERBAIM 

Some word concerning the terrain on which the 101st would 
operate, ia in order at this point. In all of the area, only 
the sand dunes of the tfybosch - Eerde area could he s*id to rise 
above the surrounding terrain. Large meadows and small culti- 
vated plots, both lined with rows of poplsrs, dominated the area. 
Small patches of woods dotted the lendsc^pe. The only forest 
which could be classified as such, extended north of the V7il- 
helmina Canal, between Zon and Best. Many drainage ditches in 
addition to the rivers and canals, crisscrossed the area. The 
canals offered the greatest obstacles to movement, being about 
60 feet wide and -^lent^ deep enough to drown, in. Ilone of the 
rivers in the area were. more than 25 feet across. Tanks would 
be road-bcund, because they could cross the canals only at the 
bri6ges. When they did operate off the roads, they were limi- 
ted by additional water barriers find marshy ground. The road 
itself was quite adequate for military needs, being constructed 
of asphalt and brick. As related in the Division History, 
"There was nothing wrong with the road. It was the fight to 
keep it as a corridor that made the men call it 'Hell's Kigh- 

(11) A-6, p. 264; fl£) Personal Knowledge. 
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way 1 ". (See Map B] 

PiEGIMEUTi-L t M 3 SIGNS 

In accord, then, with General Taylor's desire for a high- 
ly concentrated drop, "both the 502nd ana 506th Parachute Regi- 
ments were dropped in the area northwest of Zon on Drop Zones 
B and C respectively, This s^me area was also to he used for 
glider' landings. The 501st Parachute Regiment made a separate 
drop in the Veghel area. 

The 506th was to seize the "bridge over the Y/ilhelmina 
Canal at Son; from there it was to move on to the south t to 
take Eindhoven and its highway hridge over the Bommel River. 

Guarding the I. Z. fell to the lot of the 502nd. It was 
also to capture the hridge at St. Oedenrode and he prepared to 
assume the defense of 2on r supporting the 506th in its southern 
move to Eindhoven. Another of its tasks was to use a company 
to seise the road and railroad bridges at Best, which flanked 
the zone of responsibility. 

The 501st # from its separate D-m Z.s to the north, wss to 

capture the highway end railway bridges at 7eghel which crossed 

the Suid Yttllems Vaart Canal and the Aa River. (13) 

CPERATICIIS OF TOE- PI 71 SI OH 
(See Map C) ~~ 

The softening up process took place on the night of 16-17 
September, when the R* A* F* Bomber Command dropped 890 tons 
of bombs in the Operation Market area, and on the morning of 
the 17th, when the Eindhoven Airfield received a stunning blow 
by six B-178. (14) 

Departing from bases in England on Sunday, the 17th of 
September, 4£4 C-47 transport planes "bearing the parachute ech- 
elon of the Division, flew the southern route over Belgium so 

(13) A-2, p.£; (14) A-13, p. 2. 
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that the minimum amount of time would be spent over enemy-held 
territory. 

Accompanied by Air Force fighters which flew the escort 
and umbrella cover over the drop zones, while others performed 
anti-flak patrol missions, the air armada arrived at its des- 
tination without serious interference until five minutes from 
the X>« Z m when light flak harassed it. However, all the planes 
held their formation and the final run was made* Between 150C 
and 1330 hours, 6,769 men of the division landed on Dutch soil. 
(15) 

The 501st Parachute Infantry, with two platoons of the 
3£6th Airborne Engineer Battalion attached, utilized two drop 
zones in its attack on Veghel. The regiment, less the 1st 
Battalion, from its drop Eone 'A', advanced on the town from 
the west. Meeting light opposition, it had no difficulty in 
accomplishing its mission. So routine was its action, that by 
1500 hours, it had succeeded in capturing the four vital 
bridges in and, around Veghel. The 1st Battalion, however, 
which had planned to drop just north of the rail bridge over 
the Canal, thereby enabling it "to seize the two canal bridges, 
actually dropped on E. £. 'A-l', about three miles northwest of 
that location on the other side of the river. Moreover, this 
battalion met with scattered enemy resistance as it moved south- 
east toward the town, and it was not until 1700 hours that it 
reached Veghel. The enemy had offered no organized, defense of 
the town, so that by dark the regiment had set up its defen- 
sive positions and was prepared to hold it against any coun- 
terattack. Hone of the bridges involved had received any da- 
mage, and in addition, the engineers started a second road 

(15) A-6, p. 268 
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bridge across the tfillems Vaart Cartel, to provide two-way 
traffic should it become necessary. (16) 

The 502nd Parachute Infantry made its drop on U. S.-B. 
Enemy opposition was non-existent , and "by 1500 hours, all its 
battalions had completed their assembly and were ready to pro- 
ceed on their missions. The 1st Battalion, in moving north to 
St. Oedenrode, encountered determined enemy resistance which 
pinned it down temporarily. This was eventually overcome and 
the 1st Battalion moved into town, taking its objective, the 
bridge over the Dommel River, intact. A perimeter defense was 
established, and the reactions of the enemy were awaited. 

The 3rd Battalion dispatched 'E 1 Company to secure the 
highway bridge at Best. Originally, the Division Commander 
had decided that a platoon would be sufficient to perform this 
mission. However, the Regimental Commander increased tbis to 
a company, at the request of the 3rd "Battalion Commander. As 
it turned out, a task force of four battalions with attached 
tanks was necessary to accomplish this test, after three days 
of hard fighting. This, incidentally, was a supplementary 
! function which was not included in the mission of the Divi- 
sioni In fact, when the Division Commander hs.a discussed it 
with General Dempsey, the latter had evinced no interest at 
all in the town of Best, since the bridges concerned were not 
in the route of XIX Corps. Realizing the value of these 
bridges as an alternate route, in the event that the msin ro^d 
was interdicted, General Taylor believed thst they were worth 
the effort. (17) 

■The remainder of the 502nd Parachute Regiment went into 
Division reserve near the town of Son, where the Division corn- 
tie) A-S, p.l; (17) A-6, p. £84 

11 



mand post was located. The rest of the 3rd Battalion was dig- 
patched to Best at about 1600 hoars, with orders to secure the 
bridge the nest morning, when reports from 'H 1 Company indica- 
ted that their position was untenable. 

Drop Zone 'C was assigned to the 506th Parachute Infantry 
which landed in compact groups. Assembly was expedited "by the 
excellence of the landing, and by the fact that enemy resis- 
tance was most indifferent. Thus the third parachute unit of 
the Division had also achieved the element of surprise in 
landing in hostile territory. 

The 1st Battalion had the mission of moving directly from 
the drop zone to seize the main "bridge over the Wilhelmina 
Canal at Son. Two other smaller bridges over the Csnal were 
also to be taken if at all possible. In accordance with plans, 
as soon as the men appeared et the assembly point, they were 
grouped in units of 15 or 20 and moved out quickly to the south, 
under the direction of an officer,. No time vas to be lost in 
accomplishing the mission assigned to the 506th. Yrtien the Zon 
bridge had been secured, the other elements of the regiment 
were to pass through, moving south on Eindhoven* 

South of Eindhoven, the British XiX Corps w«.s to strike 
out of ita bridgehead at the moment the 506th "Hit the Silk". 
The 506th would have the door to Eindhoven open for the Guards' 
armor to pass through on its way north. 

The 2nd Battalion, after normal reorganization, started 
down the road toward Son, followed by "Regimental Headquarters 
Company and the 3rd Battalion. Son was approached by the 2nd 
Battalion without resistance of any consequence. On reaching 
the outskirts, however, fire from two German 88 mm guns was 
brought to bear on the lee ding elements. A rapid maneuver on 

IE 



the part of the lead company outflanked the gun positions *nd 
they were rapidly knocked out* allowing the 2nd Battalion to 
advance without too much delay* 

The 1st Battalion, too, had encountered resistance from 
88 mm guns as it approached the Canal; hut finally overwhelmed 
them and continued its advance. When it was about 150 yards 
from its objective, the bridge blew up with a deafening roar, 
Several men Jumped into the Canal and swam across, rhile others 
found rowboats. These small groups silenced the small arms 
fire which had been harassing the 2nd Battalion from positions 
in houses across the Canal. The 506th had the Canal crossing; 
but it had no bridge for the British armor tc cross on. By the 
use of expedients, the regiment made the crossing, and by mid- 
night of the 17th, was in position south of the Canal, hold- 
ing a bridgehead about £000 yards deep. The advancing British 
were advised of the situation at Zon, and were requested to 
include bridging equipment in the leading elements of their 
spearhead. 

Obviously, the plan of taking Eindhoven by 2000 hours on 
the lVth, would have to be readjusted. A night attack wos con- 
sidered; but rejected because of the risk involved. It seemed 
to the Regimental Commander, Col. Robert F. Sink, on the night 
of the 17th, that the blown bridge at Zon might seriously af- 
fect the outcome of the complete operation. (18) 

But the British had run into exceedingly heavy opposition 
south of Eindhoven, and had advanced only half way to that 
city when a halt for the night was called. Eindhoven, more- 
over, was a secondary objective, and its taking could wait un- 
til the next day. 

(18} Personal Knowledge 
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At the end of the day the Division could count its job as 
having "been well done. All its D-Day objectives along the road 
had been secured. While the blown "bridge at Zon was annoying 
end had delayed the capture of Eindhoven, the overall picture 
was favorable, and Operation Garden was not jeopardized. True, 
the 50£nd was having difficulties at Best; but that did not af- 
fect the main effort* The axis of advance of XSX Corps was in 
the hands of the Division. (19) 

On the 16th of September, conditions in the Division area 
were quite routine except for the fighting at Best and south 
of 2on. The 501st and the 502nd continued in defense of their 
respective towns and repulsed several light attacks; but it was 
evident that no strenuous attempt was being made on the part of 
the enemy, to recapture 7eghel and St. Cedenrode. 

While the fighting at Beet was severe and did require a 
larger force than was originally considered necessary, its ef- 
fect on the overall plan of the Division was not considered de- 
cisive. Therefore, we shall not consider it in this monograph; 
but shall concern ourselves with the main effort of the Divi- 
sion, namely, to seize and hold within its area of responsibili- 
ty, the axis of advance for the British 122 Corps. Other di- 
versionary actions of the Division will likewise be slighted in 
our attempt to concentrate on the more decisive actions, 

!Uhe 506th Perachute Infantry continued its advance on Eind- 
hoven as soon as it was light enough to see. The 3rd Battalion, 
which was the leading element in the advance, eventually was 
forced to halt about one mile north of the city, by determined 
enemy resistance which was concentrated around 68 mm guns and 
mortars. A wide envelopment to the east of the city was started 

(19) A-2, p.l 
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"by the 2nd Bettalion which in turn detailed a company to knock 
out the resistance which was holding up the 3rd Bettalion, as the 
flanking move was initiated. This company was successful in 
destroying the 88s which had prevented the advance of the 3rd 
Battalion. Meanwhile, the rest of the flunking force contin- 
ued into town. By 1300 hours, enemy resistance was elimina- 
ted as the two columns joined in the town. Cleaning up as it 
moved, the 5C6th then made contact with the mpin British for- 
ces south of the city, at 1900 hours. When night fell, the 
regiment had the entire city in its oontrol, snd strongly de- 
fended the bridge which was the main objective. (BO) 

The entire road had been opened within the Division sec- 
tor, and now the tanks were ready to roll. Bridging equipment 
brought forward by the British \«as put into place at Zon, and 
on the morning of the 19th, thirty-six hours behind schedule, 
the Guards Armored Division thundered across the bridge snd 
moved on its way to Ili^megen and Arnhem. The Division was now 
confronted with the problem of keeping the corridor open. 

The division had been functioning up to this time' without 
artillery support and with very meager transportation facili- 
ties. This was now remedied, somewhat, by the arrival of par- 
tial glider lifts on the 18th and 19th of September, which 
brought in the 3£7th Glider Infantry, two Field Artillery Bat- 
talions and an Anti-tank Battalion with 6 pounder guns. The 
service units of the Division and vehicles of the parachute 
regiments also arrived. Due, however, to fog and adverse wea- 
ther conditions, many of the gliders which took off from Eng- 
land failed to make the I. 2.. The AT Battalion, for example, 
could account for only 47 gliders out of the 81 which had token 

(20) A-6, p. 306. 
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off, r l?en of its twenty-four AT guns w&re missing, aa well as 
seventeen of its thirty-nine quarter-ton trucks. All of the 
other units to arrive during this period were likewise affected, 
(21) 

After a decisive victory at Best, things were relatively 
quiet in the Division area. On the 20th of Sept ember , the 501st 
wes. still in possession of-Veghel, the 602nd had closed into the 
St. Oedenrode area completely, leaving the 327th to take care 
of Zon end the immediate vicinity, while the 506th stood guard 
over Eindhoven* 

A tank - infantry attack on the "bridge at 2on was attempted 
by the enemy, and intermittent fighting took piece in this area 
most of the day. 

The 1st Battalion of the 506tb assisted elements of the 
327th Infantry in repelling an attack by the 107th Panzer Bri- 
gade, early in the morning of the 20th. This "battalion had 
moved north from Eindhoven during the night. The 2nd Battalion 
of the 506th attacked the enemy rear, riding tanks of the 15/19 
Kuseers, and effectively broke up his attack, causing him to 
withdraw. At 1200 hours on the 21st, contact with the enemy 
force was lost. The Bailey Bridge at Son remained intact, and 
the advance of the British forces was not impeded, II o further 
attempts Tv'ere made to sever the axis of advance at this point. 
(22) 

Since it would be excellent strategy on the part of the 
German forces to attempt to cut the road near the "base of the 
corridor, so that the British and Americans at the north end 
could be dealt with more leisurely, the Division was prepared 
for such attacks in its area. But since the stretch of road 



(21) Personal Knowledge; (22) Personal Knowledge. 
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it was responsible for, extended over at least 16 miles t it was 
obviously impossible to guard the road adequately at all points. 
(23) 

On the 22nd of September, the Division rushed the 506th 
Infantry to the town of Uden which had been left unguarded. In- 
formation front the Dutch Underground indicated that a German 
attack would probably take plaoe in this area. 

She 501at still occupied Veghel, the 50£nd w&s in control 
of the St. Oedenrode area and the 327th was still in the Son 
L» £. area. 

At about 1000 hours, the advance detachment of the 506th 
passed through the town of Veghel, riding trucks of every de- 
scription. 3M8 element of the regiment consisted of the Regi- 
mental Executive Officer, Lt. Col. Charles Chase, Regimental 
Headquarters Company and a platoon from the 2nd Bettslion. Soon 
after it passed, a determined effort by the enemy from the south- 
east, cut the road just north of Veghel, leaving this detach- 
ment isolated in the town of Uden. (24) 

The German units identified in this fighting were the 107th 
Panzer and the 260th Assault Gun Brigades, organized into a com- 
bat team. It had been part of the 107th Srnzer Brigade which 
had made the unsuccessful attack on the Son bridge. Evidently 
the enemy had moved from the Zon area to the town of Erp, where 
it had reorganized for this attack. It was estimated that three 
battalions of 33 troops, supported by thirty to forty tanks rnd 
artillery, were also in this attack. It was obvious that this 
was to be a concentrated effort to cut the all important sup- 
ply line to the north, (£5) 

. At this time General KeAuliffe was pieced in command of 

(£3) A-6, p. 552; (24) JUS, p. 3; (25) A~2 # p. 4. 
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all troops in the area, in order to organise then for the de- 
fense of the town and its four bridges. 

The 2nd Battalion of the 501st was taking: the brunt of 
the attack on the Veghel - Erp road, when the 2nd Battalion 
of the 506th arrived in Veghel on its w*?.y to Uden, It was im- 
mediately rushed out the Uden road, to meet the attack which 
was trying to bypass the resistance offered by the 501et on 
the Erp road. However, the attack kept sliding around to the 
left flank of the 606th Battalion, and it rapidly became evi- 
dent that additional troops would be needed* These were ob- 
tained from the 327th Infantry which was enroute to Veghel, 
having been ordered to proceed to that town the night before, 
in anticipation of just such an event. The 3rd Battalion of 
the 3£?th rapidly proceeded northward and v;ent into position 
to the left of the 506th Battalion. With the aid of B Battery 
from the Anti-Tenk Battalion, which knocked out the lead KK V 
tank of the attacking forces, the attack wes eventually con- 
tained and finally repulsed by dark. The enemy forces ?rere 
still across the road; but the attack on Veghel from the north 
and south had been driven off. (26) 

A coordinated attack from the west also threatened Veghel 
and its bridges at about 1400 hours on the same day. West of 
the road there were many groups of G-ermpns attempting to reach 
the homeland either by crossing directly to the east, or mov- 
ing north of Arnhem. Some of these had organised into a sem- 
blance of a fighting outfit and were now moving against Veghel 
astride the tVillems Vaart Canal, attempting to seise the high- 
way bridge southwest of town. This atteck was beaten off, after 
having progressed to within 500 yards of the bridge, by employ- 

(£6) A-6, p. 356 
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ing all available units which could be spared from the fighting 
north and east of town. 

Another attach from the north, pointed at the railroad 
bridge over the Biver Aa f was likewise halted short of its ob- 
jective. 

The fighting during 1 the day had been exceedingly confused. 
Units had been committed to action piecemeal, as they were a- 
vailable and as the need required. It was en improvised de- 
fense; but it succeeded even though the enemy artillery had se- 
verely punished the town and its environs. Continual probing 
of the perimeter had taken piece; but as resistance increased 
in all sectors where the Germans attempted penetrations, their 
assaults diminished and finally ceased altogether by dark. 

The task of the Division was cut out for it on the morn- 
ing of the 23rd: - the road to the north had to be opened. It 
■was clogged, south of Veghel, with vehicles that had no place 
to go. Tills became the task of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of 
the 506th Infantry. These two battalions set out astride the 
road at 1500 hours , after a day of attaok and counterattack a- 
round the town* 

The plan called for a British armored brigade to move 
south from Kijmegen, advance on Veghel from Uden simultaneous- 
ly with the advance of the 5C6th elements, and clear the road 
for resumption of traffic. That done, the armored brigade was 
to strike sharply to the south and cut off the route of escape 
for the enemy, at Erpt (27) 

The first part of the plan worked extremely v;ell t for the 
506th Battalion, after advancing about 2000 yards against in- 
different resistance, made contact with the Grenadier Guards. 

(27) A-2, p. 4 
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However, the armored units did not cerry out their part of 
the plan briskly enough, and the opportunity to destroy these 
German forces which had been harassing the Division for the 
past several days, was lost as darkness intervened and contact 
wae broken. (£6) 

during the day, the last glider serial had arrived in the 
Zon area, "bringing another field artillery battalion and rem- 
nants of the ££7th Glider Infantry* 

The seaborne echelon of the Division also arrived on the 
£2nd and 83rd of September. This consisted chiefly of motor 
vehicles and three batteries of 50 cal. anti-aircraft guns from 
the AA/AT Battalion. The consolidation of the Division was 
now completed, and permitted normal attachments and combat team 
organization after six days of improvisation and expedients. 

On the 24th, after a detailed reconnaissance of the area, 
it was determined that the countryside around Yeghel was clear 
of enemy. Apparently he had made good his withdrawal to the 
southeast. 

The disposition of the Division was as follows: 

a) The 5C6th Infantry, with the 321st F.A. and T B' 
Battery of the An ti- Tank Battalion was dispatched 
to Tden to assume the defense of that area. 

b) The 502nS Infantry was responsible for the 3t# 
Cedenrode area, with the 377th F.£. Battalion in 
direct support, and Battery "C of the Anti-Tank 
Battalion attached. 

c) The division Command Post was at Veghel, and the 
Division service area remained back in the landing 
area at Zon. 



(£8) A-£, p. 5 
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At about 1000 hours the enemy plans for the day were di- 
vulged by a series of probing attacks directed against the 501st 
positions, as hie forces moved from Schijndel to Zoevering, 
seeking the gap "between the 501st and the 50£nd to the south. 

Two companies of the 50£nd moved out of St. Oedenrode north 
to Koevering, in order to intercept this force which was esti- 
mated to be about forty infantrymen supported by two tanks. 
When the two companies arrived in £oevering, the enemy force 
was almost there. Unable to prevent the force from cutting the 
road northwest of the town, just before dark these two com- 
panies set up a defense of Koevering. During the night, enemy 
forces, later identified as elements of the 1st and 6th Para- 
chute Regiments and the Hermann Goering Hegiment, built' up their 
strength in this gap between the 501st and 502nd* Tanks, self- 
propelled artillery and infantry widened the salient which was 
covered with fire from the 907th and 377th F*A. Battalions. By 
morning, however, the enemy force was astride the road in 
strength, and communication north of Eoevering was severed. (29) 

During the night, the 506th Combat Team was ordered to re- 
turn to Veghel from the Uden area in order to attack to the 
south and clear the road. 

At about 0915, the 506th, with a squadron of the 44th Royal 
Tank Regiment in support, moved into attack against the salient, 
with the 3rd Battalion to the left of the road and the 1st Bat- 
talion to the right. The 2nd Battalion was in reserve. 

After progressing quite rapidly for about 2000 y^rds, the 
attack lost its momentum in the face of punishing artillery fire 
and fire from dug-in tanks. A continuation of the attack to the 
front was impossible, so the 2nd Battalion was ordered to make 

(£9) Personal Knowledge 



a wide envelopment to the east of the road, supported by the 
Boyal Tank Squadron, 

The British 5Cth Division, supported by strong armored 
forces, was also moving up from the south in a sweep to the 
right of the road. 

These two forces made contact at about 2000 hours, and 
succeeded in containing the enemy salient , reducing it to just 
a small area south of the road, when the attack halted for the 
night, 

The 506th continued the attack at first light in the morn- 
ing of the 26th, and had cleared the road of enemy by 0900, 
making contact with the 501st Infantry on the right* 

£he British forces continued to attack to the north, and 
as they advanced, the 506th Infantry was eventually pinch e3 
out of the thrust* 

That afternoon the 506th returned to the Uden area, while 
the remainder of the Division maintained its position along the 
highway, (30) 

The road which had been cut for 36 hours, bearing no traf- 
fic at all on the £5th of September, was once more open to the 
troops, armor and supplies moving to the north. 

This marked the last attempt on the pert of the enemy to 
choke off this vital communications route, and the Division was 
thereafter able to settle do™ to a more routine type of warfare 
until it was moved north to the Arnhem area. (31) 



(50) Personal Knowledge; (SI) Personal Knowledge. 
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MALYSIS AED OBI EI CI 3M 

The aspects of this operation which warrant consideration 
are concerned chiefly with the results derived from Operation 
Market - Garden itself, since the Division's actions were so 
intimately a part of this larger plan* 

field Marshal Montgomery, in Ms hook, "Normandy to the 
Baltic", has declared that the Operation Market - Garden was 
90$ successful. Even though it failed to achieve the desired 
results, it left the Allies in possession of crossings over 
four major water obstacles. 

However, it seems to this writer, that these objectives 
lost their importance when the vital orossing over the Seder 
Rhine was not secured* 

The surprise and shock action gained by the use of Air- 
borne troops was not exploited agressively enough. An opera- 
tion of this kind should not tie attempted without the assurance 
that the full weight of the conventional forces would he exer- 
ted in developing and consolidating the initial triumphs of 
the Airborne units* 

It is admitted that this operation did provide the Allies 
with some advantages in that it enabled the Scheldt estuary to 
be cleared more rapidly than it otherwise would have been. It 
also liberated a large part of Holland which was to play such 
en important part in the attack across the Rhine the following 
March. 

Examining the actions of the 101st Airborne Division, it 
is apparent that only the tremendous flexibility of an Airborne 
division enabled it to perform as brilliantly as it did. Since 
this characteristic flexibility is derived from the nature of 
its initial employment, ttte requirements of the situation pre- 
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Sented no ineurmo tin table obstacles. Battalions moved about 
within the Pi vision area just as a Company Commander would em- 
ploy his platoons. At times the defense had an air of expe- 
diency about it t as reserves were rushed to contain a threat 
and a new reserve was constituted from other sources not imme- 
diately threatened. When three battalions ere on line and each 
is from a different regiment, as they were in the defense of 
Yeghel on 22 September, I believe the matter of flexibility of 
command end flexibility of plan are readily demonstrated. 

Another factor affecting the speed with which the Division 
secured its objective, wbs the proximity of the drop zones to 
the objectives. It is very desirable to have the drop zone as 
close as it is physically possible, so that units do not have 
to fight their way over long stretches of terrain in order to 
secure these objectives. 

In seizing the bricge at Zon, it is possible that a plan 
providing for a drop on both sides of the bridge may have been 
more effective, since it would have prevented the defending 
force from presenting e strong front in any one direction. 

The lacic of artillery support seriously hampered the Di- 
vision during the first few days. It is very probable that if 
artillery bed been av&il&ble on E-Bay, the resistance at Best 
would not have required the employment of so much strength 
which could have been utilised elsewhere end more profitably. 
Artillery support for the 5CSth, in its advance on Eindhoven, 
would slso have enabled it to accomplish that mis^on more rapid< 
ly. 

The same reasoning applies to anti-tank puns, Ifteir need 
was aptly dramatized on 19 September when they were rushed to 
the Zon bridge immediately after landing on Ii.Z.-W", and very 
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effectively broke up a tank threat against that "bridgehead. 

The lack of both artillery and anti-tank weapons in the 
initial lift was due to the fact that only a certain number 
of aircraft were assigned to the Division, and it was a com- 
mand decision to omit these units in favor of increased num- 
bers of parachute personnel. 

Another factor which contributed to the success of the 
Division was the decision to make this a daylight drop. This 
was instrumental in achieving compact and accurate drop pat- 
terns on the whole. The Division was also able to enter the 
operation with the minimum of preparation, whereas a full dress 
rehearsal would probably have been required if it had been a 
night drop such as the one in Normandy. Daylight drops sim- 
plify the problems confronting the Air Force in marshalling, 
and the Airborne in assembly* However, it is apparent that we 
must possess air superiority in order to carry out this type 
of drop without harassment . 

tfrom the enemy standpoint, it would appear that a deter- 
mined anti-airborne defense would have had excellent chances 
for Success in the early stages of the operation. This was es- 
pecially true since the schedule of the ground troops designa- 
ted to make contact with the Airborne, was so badly disrupted 
in the first two days. It is quite probable that this opera- 
tion would have been a dismal failure if it had been dealt with 
with more daring and boldness on the part of the enemy. He com- 
mitted his forces in piecemeal fashion and in most cases in 
limited attacks, so that the Division was able to confront his 
efforts with superior counter-efforts* 
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Some of the lessons which were derived from a study of 
this operation are: 

1. Anti-tank and artillery weapons should "be in the 
initial lift of an Airborne operation, and aircraft should "be 
made available for this purpose. 

2. Daylight drops enable an Airborne Division to oper- 
ate more efficiently, on landing. They are especially effec- 
tive ^hen the enemy is on the run and we possess air superior- 
ity. 

3. Flexibility of command and flexibility of plan are 
necessary elements if an Airborne operation is to succeed. 

4. Drop Zones of Airborne units must be as close to 
intended objectives && it is possible to get without dispersing 
the units over too much terrain. 

5. Airborne units_should not be used unless they can 
be supported adequately by Air and Ground forces. 

6 * W hen Alrtora ^EftttBl. UgJUia&ft^^ 

the operation is an agressive one; therefore this agressive 
quality should be developed by any ground forces nehicb are 
operating' with the Airborne troops, and an all-out offensive 
which will definitely accomplish the mission, must be main- 
tained. 

7. Anti-airborne defense should provide for a rapid 
commitment of the strongest possible force in a determined 
counterattack designed to annihilate and destroy the attack- 
ing force before it is able to assemble and consolidate its 
gains. 
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